
 

 

‘1 IN 5’ - A Collaborative Challenge 

I welcome the opportunity to say something about the work of MASIS (Mobility and 

Support Information Service).  

As a Partner in the Collaborating Centre for Values-based Practice in Health and 
Social Care since 2017, we share a commitment to meeting the needs of disabled 

people as defined by their own individual values – by what matters or is important to 

them as unique individuals or as a group – rather than offering generic services. 

 

What is the Challenge? 

Regrettably statistics available via internet sources do vary so in order to provide as 

up to date and as accurate details as possible I have decided to list the following key 

facts. 

United Kingdom 

Total population = 68 million. 14.1 million are affected by disabilities. (These include 
physical, sensory, age related, intellectual and mental health conditions). This means 

that a staggering 1 in 5 in the UK alone are affected by disability of one kind or 

another. 

Disability comes at a cost 

Monthly living costs for one adult living with a disability is almost £600 more than for 

a non-disabled adult. A family with one disabled child can often be met with 

additional costs of almost £1,000 per month. 

Employment 

Disabled people are almost twice as likely to be unemployed as non-disabled 

individuals. 

ANNUAL SPENDING POWER of families with at least 1 disabled member (sometimes 
referred to as ‘The Purple Pound’) is approximately   £274 billion. 

International Statistics. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has confirmed that within its European Region 

member states there are approximately 135 million people living with a disability. 

USA statistics indicate that about 1 in 4 adults (approximately 61 million) have a 

disability that has a direct impact on their daily life activities. 



I am convinced that readers will be considerably concerned upon having been 

informed of these statistics.  

What action is needed? 

The medical ‘model’ or the social ‘model’ of health and wellbeing?  

I am not medically or scientifically trained to be able to discuss the medical ‘model’. 

LEAVE THIS TO THE HIGHLY TRAINED AND QUALIFIED medical or surgical experts, 
research scientists and the myriad of associated healthcare practitioners to address 

and treat the relevant disabilities and health conditions of the individual to ensure 

the most beneficial and appropriate form(s) of treatments are administered at all 

times. 

The social ‘model’. 

I believe that all too often addressing the social ‘model’ of the disabled individual 

(and where necessary the additional needs of carers and family members) is over 
complicated. IT IS NOT ‘ROCKET SCIENCE’. 

It should be every human being’s right to be included within society wherever and 

whenever possible (although disabled people’s rights and their varied requirements 

are very regrettably too often overlooked or neglected).     

EXCLUSION, ISOLATION AND INEQUALITY EXACERBATES THE DISABILITY OR 

MEDICAL CONDITION. 

Tackling the problem(s). 

Let’s collaborate. 

As Founder of MASIS - the Registered Charity MOBILITY AND SUPPORT 

INFORMATION SERVICE (www.masis.org.uk) - I am a committed believer in the 

benefits of collaboration. 

 

MASIS’s principal message is ‘striving for social inclusion and equality’. 

MASIS has great supporters – it has the support of Google, for example, and this 

global internet technology company endorsed the charity’s aims and objectives in 
2016. 

Consequently, this provides unlimited opportunities for academic, healthcare, 

medical research establishments, appropriate commercial companies and service 
providers (both nationally and internationally) to come together and jointly strive 

towards improving the lifestyles and wellbeing of disabled people, carers and 

families so that they can experience and enjoy as equal as possible lifestyles and 
opportunities which non-disabled individuals take for granted. And just like everyone 

else, what matters or is important to disabled people varies widely between 

individuals. 

http://www.masis.org.uk/


Mobility is more than about providing appropriate personal or public 

transport solutions it is movement within society! 

It is this that a collaborative values-based social model can help us to achieve 

         

Thankyou, 

Peter Lyne 

Founder. 

Mobility and Support Information Service (MASIS). 

August 2021.       

 

 


